Applied Violin Syllabus MU 163-763   Fall  2017 

Professor Steven Bjella   
Office:  NFAC Rm.334   Phone:  (715) 346-4051
sbjella@uwsp.edu
· Course objectives 
Scale(s): clear tone production, exact intonation, mastery of bowings, fluid shifts, relaxed,

balanced playing position 

Etude(s): exact intonation; mastery of bowings; clear phrasing; fluid shifts; relaxed, balanced playing position 

Solo Repertoire: expressive musical performance with style appropriate to the time 

period; clear phrasing with dynamic contrasts; mastery of the technical elements; expressive vibrato, engaging tone/sound production; suitable performance tempo; if accompanied- excellent communication 

with pianist; relaxed, balanced playing position        
Meet the individual goals set for the semester
Meet the individual goals set for each lesson
Improve musicianship by attending performances
Improve musicianship by assessing string recordings     
· Course materials
 Individually assigned
· Suggestions for a productive semester
Be a goal-oriented musician. Set goals for the semester, week, day, and each individual practice session. Keep a practice journal.
Spend time performing for each other. You are not in this alone and your peers can help you along the way.   

 Bring a recording devise to your lesson.  Listening/watching the lesson at least once during the week will help you achieve your goals.

Complete a Repertoire Information Form*. The form needs to be completed one week after you begin working on a new piece.  
Listen to great violinists to inspire and educate yourself. YouTube, UWSP-library, Naxos, Spotify are great sources. You can find Naxos by going to the UWSP web- library site.  
Violin Lessons   Most lessons are weekly.  Students will receive a minimum of seven hours of instruction for the semester for the following degree programs: Music Education, BA, music minor and non-major (unless the student has missed lessons). Music Performance majors and Performance Certificate students will receive a minimum of 14 hours of instruction (unless the student has missed lessons).  Violin studio classes are on Wednesdays at 3:00p.m. in Michelsen Hall.
Evaluation:    
· Each lesson during the semester will be graded and averaged for 75% of final grade for the semester.  Your weekly grade are based on meeting the goals from the previous week. 
· String Performance Assessment (Playing final) will be held during finals week. 

                  25% of final grade    
· Recital Attendance:  Undergraduate students are required to attend fifteen recitals each semester, with at least five being Wednesday Colloquiums.  At the end of the semester, e-mail a list of recitals you attended.   If you do not attend 15 recitals, you will receive an incomplete for the semester.   (Check the UWSP music department web-site for upcoming concerts). 
Missed lesson:  If there is an emergency and you need to miss your lesson, please notify the instructor before your lesson.  The instructor is not responsible for making up a lesson the student has missed.

If you simply do not show up for your lesson, you will receive a grade of “F” for the lesson. If you miss three unexcused lessons during the semester, you will receive a failing grade for the semester.
Communication in the Major:  BA, Music Ed and Performance students will present a paper to the violin studio. (BA students- 2nd semester of their 2nd year; Music Education students- 2nd semester of the 3rd year;  Performance students- last semester of violin study.
Capstone: The BA student will present a topic to the violin studio class  in their 4th year at UWSP;  Performance majors will present a senior recital.   For Music Education students, your student teaching is your Capstone.
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal law requiring educational institutions to provide reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities. For more information about UWSP policies, check here: http://www.uwsp.edu/dos/Pages/ADA.aspx 

. 

Applied Degree Requirements for UWSP String Area
Recommended Minimum Goals for Successful Completion of Level 100
· Good posture, left hand position, and relaxed bow hold 
· Good intonation, correct rhythm, and clear, strong tone. 

· Playing in first four positions.  
· Developing a relaxed, well-balanced vibrato.
· Some two octave major and minor scales, and arpeggios with a variety of bow strokes including legato and staccato.

· Understanding of appropriate musical style for literature studied.
· Solos and Etudes taken from ASTA Standards List-Level Three or Above 
Recommended Minimum Goals for Successful Completion of Level 200

· Good posture, left hand position, and relaxed bow hold 
· Good intonation, correct rhythm, and clear, strong tone. 

· Bowings include chords, accented strokes, martelé, lifts, spiccato, and beginning of sautillé.

· Balanced left arm is demonstrated through correct arm and left hand position, control of vibrato, and ease of shifting. 

· Some three octave major and minor scales and arpeggios with a variety of bow strokes

· Appropriate musical style for literature studied.

· Solos and Etudes taken from ASTA Standards List-Level Three or Above 
Recommended Minimum Goals for Successful Completion of Level 300

· Good posture, left hand position, and relaxed bow hold 

· Good intonation, correct rhythm, and clear, strong tone.

· Expression through phrasing, dynamics, varied tone colors, and timing.  

· Develop advanced bow strokes.  

· Growing skills in double stops and chords with vibrato and clear tone.

· More complex rhythms.  

· Three octave scales and arpeggios with varied bowings and rhythms.  

· Continued development of appropriate musical style for literature studied.
· Solos and Etudes taken from ASTA Standards List-Level Four or Above 
 Recommended Minimum Goals for Successful Completion of Level 400
· Good posture, left hand position, and relaxed bow hold 

· Good intonation, correct rhythm, and clear, strong tone.

· Awareness of musical forms, performance practice of different periods, and the relationship of tonal elements (theory) to interpretation.

· Continued overall progress in technical skills and tone production.

· Heightened development of musical style and imagination.   

· Familiarity with virtuosic bowings. 

· Knowledge of all major and minor scales, arpeggios, and double-stops.

· Solos and Etudes taken from ASTA Standards List-Level Five or Above
Requirements for fulfillment of applied study will be as follows:
To Schedule a public recital, music students must receive recital permission from area faculty at their semester performance assessment.
Applied Degrees:  A juried half recital will be presented to complete the 300 level of study.   A recital hearing is required at least 28 days before the recital. The performance must include repertoire from ASTA level IV or above, or equivalent repertoire approved by string area faculty. A juried full recital will be presented to complete the 400 level of study.    A recital preview is required at least 28 days before the recital. The performance must include repertoire from ASTA level V or above, or equivalent repertoire approved by string area faculty.  Each area has the option of conducting live or recorded previews.

Music Education Degrees: A juried performance will be presented complete the 300 level of study before the student teaching semester, either in a Colloquium, half recital, or full recital. If a student wishes to perform a half or full recital to fulfill this requirement, a recital preview is required at least 28 days before the recital.  The performance must include repertoire from ASTA level IV or above, or equivalent repertoire approved by string area faculty. Each area has the option of conducting live or recorded previews.

Music Literature Degree: A juried performance will be presented to complete the 300 level of study before graduation, either in a Colloquium, half recital, or full recital. If a student wishes to perform a half or full recital to fulfill this requirement, a recital preview is required at least 28 days before the recital. The performance must include repertoire from ASTA level IV or above, or equivalent repertoire approved by string area faculty.  Each area has the option of conducting live or recorded previews.

Bachelor of Arts Degree: A juried performance will be presented   to complete the 200 level of study before graduation, either in a Colloquium, half recital, or full recital. This performance may be performed as early as the second semester of 200 level study. If a student wishes to perform a half or full recital to fulfill this requirement, a recital preview is required at least 28 days before the recital.  The performance must include repertoire from ASTA level III or above, or equivalent repertoire approved by string area faculty Each area has the option of conducting live or recorded previews.

Satisfactory Progress in Applied Music:

· Each student’s performance ability is assessed at the end of each semester of applied study.  This performance assessment, traditionally referred to as a jury, is presented during exam week for each student’s applied teacher and respective faculty.  Twenty five (25%) percent of the semester grade for the applied study is determined by the performance assessment for all music majors.  

· If a student is placed on probation, the highest grade they may receive that semester for applied study is a “C”.  Exceptions can only be granted through consultation with the area coordinator and the department chair. 

· A student may be put on probation twice in the course of their applied study, but not in two consecutive semesters.  Exceptions may be made by the applied area faculty in consultation with the department chair.  This applies to students put on probation based on their performance assessment.

· Students who must miss a performance assessment based on health or personal reasons (which must be approved by their applied teacher and applied area coordinator) must complete the performance assessment during the first week of classes during the next semester. 

